A hyperthermic syndrome in two subjects with acute hydrocephalus.
Although intracranial hypertension may cause autonomic disturbances, as well as alterations in the regulation of body temperature, an acute hyperthermic syndrome with autonomic disturbance as a consequence of hydrocephalus has not been described previously. Two subjects presented with such a syndrome, with each of several episodes of acute shunt failure and hydrocephalus. With correction of the hydrocephalus, the autonomic disturbances and fever immediately cleared. Observations from human and experimental studies suggest some potential mechanisms for the development of the syndrome. One of the subjects of this report was being treated with neuroleptics at the time of hospitalization; in him, and potentially in other similar patients, the syndrome could easily be confused with the neuroleptic malignant syndrome. The need for prompt appreciation of the correct diagnosis was emphasized by the rapid clearing of all neurological signs after correction of the shunt malfunction in both of these patients.